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Treasurer’s Report
Westwood Lutheran Church introduced the “Leadership in a Culture of Grace” theme in 2024.
Aligned with this is Westwood’s new Roadmap, which outlines a bold vision for our congregation and
emphasizes our collective calling as disciples of Christ. The Roadmap is rooted in five interconnected
pillars designed to strengthen individual and communal faith, support organizational vitality, and
inspire transformative action. Successfully navigating an ambitious journey requires a commitment of
time, talent, and financial resources, a good portion of which is reflected in the numbers within this
report.

Westwood’s 2024 financial highlights include:

Westwood is a large and generous congregation with revenue to the Church, Capital, Prayer of
Good Courage, and Bridge Appeal totaling over $2.4M.

The number of households giving totaled 519, an increase from 2023 and a hopeful trend.

With a strong finish, Church giving ended only $40,000 behind budget. Expenses and capital
transfers were lower by $140,000. The resulting end-of-year balance in the Church Fund
exceeded the budget, providing a solid base for 2025.
WECC ended the year with 95 children, close to complete enrollment. Its fund balance finished
the year above budget with higher tuition and lower expenses, both contributing to positive
results.
With continued strong congregational support, in 2024, Westwood contributed $168,000 to
Rise Early Learning Center, successfully completing the Prayer of Good Courage appeal.

The congregation gave $142,000 to the Bridge Appeal created to fund important property
projects.

Our long-term mortgage balance with Thrivent is now down to $1,001,607 and matures in
2035.

Council approved a Planned Giving policy from the Financial Management Advisory Group to
guide the responsible use of significant bequests to the Church Fund. The first such gift was
received in November.

Your generous giving supported $156,000 for Community Partnership programs.

Westwood Lutheran Memorial Foundation granted over $66,000 to support impactful activities
and programs.

An important element of leadership is stewardship. I would like to recognize and thank the staff and
volunteers, including the audit team responsible for reviewing this report, whose time and talents
significantly contribute to the responsible use of the financial resources entrusted to Westwood.

Lastly, on behalf of the Financial Management Advisory Group, I would like to thank each of you for
your impactful financial support of Westwood’s journey.

Dan Albright, Treasurer



Audit Report
October 9, 2024

To The Financial Management Advisory Group
Westwood Lutheran Church
St. Louis Park, Minnesota 

We have performed the procedures on the Church’s financial statements and financial systems
described in Appendix B of the Westwood Lutheran Church audit work program as of December 31,
2023. The Church Council and management are responsible for the Church’s financial statements,
accounting records and transactions. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility
of the Church Council and management. Consequently, we make no representation regarding the
sufficiency of the procedures referred to below either for the purpose for which this report has been
requested or for any other purpose.

We have conducted our procedures in accordance with Westwood Policies, which are guided by the
ELCA Congregational Audit Guide. These procedures are not in accordance with attestation
standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Our procedures
included tests of the nature of the financial statements and financial systems and to the extent we
considered to reach our conclusions and to conform to Westwood policy. The scope of the
procedures examines all aspects of the Church in varying levels of details. The procedures were not
designed on a basis to detect fraud but were performed in a volunteer capacity by members of the
audit committee.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Church Council and management. It
should not be used by anyone other than the specified parties.  This report does not constitute an
opinion on the financial statements or financial systems.

CONCLUSION
Based on the work performed, no material errors were found in the financial statements. Testing
performed also found that the controls governing the financial operations appear to be in place and
operating as intended.

Henry E Moller
Lead, Westwood Lutheran Church Audit Committee Member 
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