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WEEK 6:  Oct. 27 – Nov. 2 
 

“…but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us…” 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  God of grace, we give thanks this week for the ongoing reformation of the 
church….for the ways your Word continues to come alive, and the ways your Spirit moves in your 
people.  Fill us with the faith we need each day, and give us good courage, that in our lives and in 
our church, we may be faithful followers of you.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 
 
WARM-UP QUESTION:  As this is your last session, share with the group something that has been most 
meaningful/helpful for you in these past weeks of your time together as a group and/or as we looked 
more deeply at the Prayer of Good Courage. 
 
 
BIBLE REFLECTION: 
Philippians 3:7-9   Paul writes, “Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because 
of Christ.  More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in 
order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.” 

This was an important verse for Martin Luther, as he finally got the distinction that Paul makes 
between 2 kinds of righteousness…righteousness, meaning what we do is justifiable and pleasing to 
God.  Luther realized that there was the righteousness we get by obeying the law, i.e. “being good”, 
but he also discovered in Paul’s words a different kind of righteousness, i.e. “…one that comes 
through faith in Christ” (not by what we do).  This understanding is one of the pillars of the 
Reformation! 

How do you see us all still struggling with focusing on our actions/our works to “get in good with God”, 
and not fully leaning on God’s grace?                                                                                                                                     
One example would be when I meet with a family before a funeral and they assure me that 
“Grandma is in heaven because she was such a good person…everything she did!”.   

Why do you think it’s so hard for us to let go of trying to “win points with God” and to truly 
comprehend God’s grace?  When has that grace struck you? 

 
 
Good Courage in Our Lives 

1. In this week of the 502nd anniversary of the Reformation, we remember that Martin Luther 
never doubted God’s presence in his life, yet he grew up with an image of God as a more  
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harsh judge.  He then discovered in scripture a God of incredible grace…this God that comes 
to us, not through what we do or don’t do, but through faith alone.  This last line of our prayer 
affirms this kind of God, seen in Jesus Christ. 

• Where in scripture do you see the image of God whose hand leads us and whose love 
supports us?  Name some specific stories and verses. 

• What are some ways our God of grace and compassion is portrayed in our worship, i.e. 
in our rituals, our liturgy, music, etc?  

• And where in your life have you seen God’s love supporting you, perhaps just in this 
past year?  (Share with a partner, and focus on the “God’s love supporting you” 
phrase, surrounding you, holding you up, as we’ll get to God’s hand leading in a 
moment.) 

 
 

2. As I’ve prayed the Prayer of Good Courage, I usually think of God’s hand as leading me into a 
“venture”, guiding me to DO something.  Is that how you have heard it?  But God’s hand 
reaching out to us can also be simply a hand of grace, of forgiveness, of trust or welcome, 
pulling us more tightly into God’s arms.  For Peter in our Gospel lesson (walking on water), what 
did God’s hand mean to Peter? 
 
So, what does this kind of love and grace look like in our lives?  Sometimes we can most easily 
see God’s love and grace when it is lived out through another person. 

            God’s love and grace are always completely undeserved, unwarranted and unconditional.                    
            People who are grace-full are clearly God-full.   
 
            With a partner you haven’t spoken with yet, where have you experienced God’s hand           
            leading you…it may have been into a “venture” or adventure, but try to think of a time where      
            God’s hand, perhaps through another person, may have helped lead you into a                 
            place where you were able to forgive or receive forgiveness, a space where you were able to   
            find peace, security or comfort? 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF GOOD COURAGE 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as 
yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Next weekend is our Holiday Fair and Sunday between services the youth 
who went to Tanzania will be sharing experiences from their trip.  Don’t forget that Nov. 9 & 10 are our 
75th Anniversary celebrations.  See website, Enews and SALT for details and times. 
 


